Introduced by Council Member Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Crescimbeni, Newby, Morgan, Freeman, Schellenberg, R. Gaffney, White, Boyer, Pittman, Anderson, and Gulliford:

RESOLUTION 2019-359
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE HONORABLE WILLIAM GULLIFORD FOR HIS LEADERSHIP AND ADVOCACY IN THE EFFORT TO COMBAT THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Jacksonville City Council Member William Gulliford has served our city in many ways, as the Mayor and City Commissioner of Atlantic Beach, Jacksonville City Council Member for District 13 and City Council President. Councilman Gulliford is also a husband, father, grandfather and proud University of Florida alumnus; and


WHEREAS, in 2017, there were 519 drug overdose deaths in Jacksonville and Councilman Gulliford held the first community meeting in City Hall to raise awareness about the rapidly growing opioid epidemic. The community meeting brought together various stakeholders who collaborated to create a pilot treatment program, Project Save Lives, with the goal of reducing opioid overdose deaths; and 


WHEREAS, with the support of his fellow council members, Councilman Gulliford helped to pass legislation to urge Governor Scott to declare the opioid epidemic a state public health emergency, and to initiate litigation against the pharmaceutical companies for their role in creating opioid addiction, and to provide funds to start and then to expand Project Save Lives; and
WHEREAS, Project Save Lives is now operating in four emergency departments - St. Vincent’s Riverside, St. Vincent’s Southside, Memorial Hospital and Park West. Since it began, Project Save Lives has had 434 eligible patients, 297 of whom initially accepted peer recovery services, 160 of whom became actively engaged participants, and experienced only two opioid related deaths; and

WHEREAS, as an unintended outcome from Project Save Lives, endocarditis cases, a heart infection associated with intravenous drug use, have dropped significantly at St. Vincent’s Riverside. Project Save Lives has had great success in helping to reduce opioid overdose deaths among participants and connect them with peer support, treatment and recovery; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends Council Member William Gulliford for his leadership and advocacy in combatting the opioid epidemic, and for spearheading the effort to gather community and financial support to help resolve this public health crisis.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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